French 2 IPA : SLO Pre-Assessment


Nom _________________________________

Interprétation Ecrite - “Qu’est-ce qu’on apprend à l’école?”

I. Key Word Recognition. Find the French words/phrases that best express the meanings of the following English words/phrases.

Middle school students ______________________

Grades _________________________
Until _________________________

To read_________________________

To write_________________________

Subjects_________________________

The same_________________________

To learn_________________________

Students_________________________

Homework_________________________

II. What is the purpose of this article?  
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

III. Supporting Details. 

1. Check each detail that is mentioned in the article (not all are included).

2. Fill in the information that is given for each detail you have checked.  Write in English. 

___ Subjects that all students from developed countries learn _______________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___ A difference between French and British students _____________________________________________________
  _________________________________________________________________________________________________
___ The average number of hours that American students spend in foreign language classes _______________________
___ The reason that Scandinavian students go to the same school for 10 years 


___________________________________________________________________________________________

___ A difference between French and Finnish schools ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___ A similarity between schools in the U.S. and Canada ___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___ A difference between French and Canadian schools ____________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________
___ What all Pisa schools have in common _______________________________________________________________
IV. Organizational Features. How is this text organized?  Choose all that apply and explain briefly why you selected each organizational feature—what were the clues in the text?
___ Pros and Cons

___ Question and Answer

___ Compare and Contrast

Justification from text: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

V. Find the underlined words/phrases and write what you think they mean in English. The information in parenthesis tells you which section the word appears in. 

1. les collégiens n’ont pas tout à fait le même emploi du temps (intro) ______________________

2. Mais ils y consacrent plus ou moins de temps. (#1) ______________________

3. En France, les collégiens ont entre 10 et 12 disciplines : les élèves doivent acquérir beaucoup de connaissances. (#3) ______________________

4. les élèves expérimentent d’abord d’un instrument avant d’apprendre le solfège (#4) ______________________

5. Tous les élèves participant à l’enquête Pisa … ont des devoirs. (#5) ______________________

VI. Inferences. Write “T” for true and “F” for false next to each inference.  Then give evidence from the article to support your response.  Write in English. 
___ French students are more stressed than students in Scandinavian countries.

        Evidence: _____________________________________________________________________________________
  _________________________________________________________________________________________________
___ French students do a lot of projects

        Evidence: _____________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
___ American students spend more time memorizing facts than French students.

        Evidence: ______________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
VII. Author’s Perspective. Select the point of view that you think the authors adopted as they wrote this article and justify your answer with information from the text.
___ The French educational system is the best in the world
___ Modifications to the French educational system could create more well-rounded students

___ Changes should be made to the French educational system in order to increase student achievement

Justification from text: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

VIII. Comparing Cultural Perspectives. Answer the following questions in English. 
1. How do American middle schools compare to French schools in terms of foreign language classes, teaching methods, artistic projects, homework and school subjects. Why do you think these differences exist?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Communication Interpersonnelle

Discuss what you read in this article with a partner.  What did you learn about schools in other countries?  How does our school compare to those in the countries that are featured in this article?

Présentation Ecrite
Post a comment to the blog of this magazine in which you respond to this article by writing a paragraph about what and how you learn at school.  Make sure to give some information about how our school is similar or different from the ones in the article. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
